
Withdrawal: Why it is Imperative the U.S. Leaves Iraq 

 

 Somewhere between 1776 and 2006 something got lost. More specifically after 

WWII. The Cold War raged for decades, weapons were built at an astounding rate. Guns 

proliferated the planet. Nuclear arsenals grew to mammoth proportions. Third world 

nations in Africa and Asia became embroiled in civil strife, sometimes strife that boiled 

over into the Western World, such as in Vietnam. 

 Then, one day, it all changed. No longer was that struggle to continue. The Great 

Bear and all of it cubs had fallen. It had only required time. Not hydrogen bombs. Then 

the 1990s came along, American enjoyed a balanced budget, and economic boon and 

peace, for the most part. 

 A few smaller military operations into Haiti, Kosovo, and Iraq were launched. 

Products of containment or human rights policies. And in the case of Sudan and 

Afghanistan, in retaliation for an attack. Who is Bin Laden? 

 Then one September morning that question no longer needed an answer for most 

Americans. We knew who Bin Laden was now. 

 

“I hate to say it, but this place is getting to me. I think I’m getting the fear.” 

  

 Fear indeed. Legislation that otherwise would have seemed ridiculous flew 

through Congress with ease. The opposition party refused to stand up, most of them 

going right along with the majority 

 Then it really started in earnest. War drums sounded the warning. Flags waved 

from every home and car. Time to fight. Afghanistan. And the USA PATRIOT Act came 



along. Rights are sacrificed in the name of the illusion of security. Freedom became a 

buzzword instead of a concept. Democracy, always the everlasting joke in America fell to 

its knees, a product of fear. A fear that was much too easy to spread into the populace, 

like a super-bug it got its foothold and raced across the land infecting everyone it came 

into contact with. 

 Then 2003 came along. Iraq had been in the collective conscious for months. The 

war drums were loud as hell by now, and most of the country bought into it, about 75% 

of us said “go to war with Iraq.” Loud and clear. And the bombing started and the troops 

rolled in and the government toppled like a straw hut in a tornado. Saddam was captured, 

cowering in a hole, brought before a judge and made to stand trial. Things looked to be 

going well for the occupiers. Then, things started to go bad, slowly at first. An insurgency 

brewed, in the streets militants plotted to derail the invaders. And slowly but surely they 

became more bold and more deadly. Americans died. Iraqis died. 

  

“You can disagree; you can say that it’s not right.”  

  

 Now, the nation of Iraq tumbles toward civil war. Iraqis are attacking Iraqis, 

hundreds, if not thousands have been killed already, in just a short month and a half time 

period. Americans are still dying. Iraqis are still dying. They are going to keep dying. 

 How long must we live with a mistake? How long must we go on fighting and 

dying for an unjust cause? Every moment the United States fails to admit that it was 

mistaken in invading Iraq is another moment that could cost the lives of American 



soldiers and innocent civilians. No one wants to be the last to die for an error, waiting 

only makes each death more meaningless than the one before it. 

 By embroiling this nation into a conflict in Iraq the Bush administration has, 

again, shown its failure to comprehend the wider, more panoramic view. Today, Iran 

represents a greater threat than Iraq and its “so called” WMD ever did. Whether or not 

Tehran has the bomb or not, it is clear that their intentions are to posses one. The reason 

this is such a big problem is because the overstretched U.S. military can in no way 

confront and Iranian threat while they are occupied with the situation in Iraq. This leaves 

Iran free to do what it pleases, as far as nuclear weapons go, the fact that Russia seems to 

be opposing most international action on Iran doesn’t bode well either. 

 This leaves few military options and even fewer diplomatic options. Without 

Russian support any action in the United Nations Security Council is destined for failure. 

A ground invasion is out of the question, Iraq is too much of a burden on the military. We 

must remember that DOD cuts downsized the military significantly from the Cold War 

era. Though today’s entire Army, National Guard and Reserve forces comprise 

approximately one million women and men, only about 20% of those forces are combat 

troops. The rest of the Army is occupied with various support roles ranging from supply 

to administrative to food service. The Marines are a vastly smaller force, about 200,000. 

With about 137,000 troops on the ground in Iraq, many combat units on their second 

deployment and the rest at home recuperating from deployment, the ground force option 

with Iran simply is not feasible without a draft. 

 And the D word is expressly forbidden in public settings when it comes to the 

politicos in D.C. 



 What this means is, the only viable option, militarily, with Iran is air strikes. The 

U.S. is, of course, air superior in the Central Command controlled theater. But since 

Iran’s numerous nuclear facilities are geographically spread out it would be hard to take 

them out in one fell swoop. Should Iran actually possess nuclear strike capability at this 

juncture, then the air strikes would likely prompt them to unleash their arsenal. Where 

would they shoot? Likely at American troops in Iraq, turning a conventional nightmare in 

Iraq into a radioactive nightmare. 

 The Iranian threat, which is real, is reason enough alone for an immediate and 

strategic withdrawal from Iraq. Coupled with the fact that it was a huge mistake the 

reasons for leaving are almost impossible to ignore. Not withstanding the incredible loss 

of life that could be avoided while making Americans safer and more secure.  

 A withdrawal, however, is not going to happen. Not unless, Americans stand up 

in droves, countless droves. Like they did during the Vietnam War. The time to act is 

now. It is imperative to the survival of liberty, democracy and all the ideals that 

Americans hold true and dear. 


